Common Snakes of India

A Guide Map

" Non-venomous. Length: 16* ta 32°,

Two narow brown stripes extend from head to fall. Found
mostly in gardans and almost everywhere. Diurnal.
Distribution: Throughout india

Non-venomous. Lengh: 22 to 37+,
(Thlnd and neck bear a fairly clear Inverted V' mari. Noctur-
15 nal and crepuscular. Found In grasses, low vegetations and for-

L ¥ : s,
Length: around 14*. Hoodless. Head and
niack are black with yeiow spots. Easlly .
identitied by twa black rings aver tail, 7

Nochurnzl, Found in cozstal forests -
under leaves and sands. These snake-
bites ara rare. Species: Coral snaies - 3.
Distributien: WB, Gujarat, Maharashira,

2 MONOCLED COB
H-Nag Samp, T-Nalla Pambu, Tampa

L- STRIPPED KEEL-BACK asls,
H-Hurwa, T-Nikitan Ko, 8-Hele, O-Bramhani GREEN KEEL-BACK llllal!nwu: ‘The main land excapt the east coast, Ganges

Kamataka & Tamilnada 4 it
tord B*  natoel RIS B valley & parts of Maharashtra
2 Venamous: Murotorn, i o iRl 'ﬁu UWS"EF"{"":;'[’S : - e Non-venomous. Length: 58 1o 78,
Length: 35 to 51°, Hooded. Easlly iden- - predatons of their own §) The head and neck are jet black. Nocturnel, Lives in rat holes,
Tified by a distinct white monacla (2) an 50 a5 and rodents who Tocky aivas #d crovices.
1he hood, Neeturnal. Found mostly in . %ﬂ our lug_ld a;r;s S.UT?:; Distribution: Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Kashmir &
walery, meist lands and homan habitals. Rajasthan
resulting in many snakebites, man ks, -
Disbeton WS, R Harya, s, (L % JEEmR SN 7 DT
Sikim & Assam 1o Arunachal Pradesh BANDED RACE| T g W&Tm;‘u&“;‘
T-Wohdu-Kali Pamby, B-Khatte Meta 4 1 K . Found in pas ands. s
BLAGK HEADED ROYAL SNAKE g which destry fond grains for human consumptors.

i M T H-Rajat Bansi Distribution: Most of the peningular plains 1o the Himalayss,
mmﬂr o o 2 east of W8, parts of Maharashira
Hooded. () shaped siga present an
of hoad absant in some snakes, Active in " oy

SPECTACLED COBRA MNon-venomous. Langth: 5* to 8.
mm mm"f..“q.'&"ﬁ’m riig sy T e The smallest snaka in the world. The tail ts similar to the blunt
s CoMas - 4 B-Gokhro, O-Ghokharg " head. Nocturnal. Lives underground

Distributien: Throughout India. snakes arg on RED SAND BOA  Distribation: Throughout India

s - H-Domu Samp, T-Sawp Mun Pambi, Wag Man-venomaus. Length: 30° ta 38+
P : Hasenatotonin "'“‘"“"' ol "'“"a "“ “‘""’" an,q,ymy WORM SNAKE ~ B-Lal Bai Bora, O-Domundia | gogy s cculat stout. Head and DIT:W ey
Langth: 12 ta 20°, Hoodless. Head s tr- SAW SCALED VIPER y'iﬂouﬂﬂmkuep ur H-Andha Samp, T-Seer Pambu, Some people confuse it with two headed snakss. Found in
mﬂmﬁmﬂ:ﬂm& H-Phoorsa, T-Surutai Pambuy, O-Dhuli il sniakes. B-Puiyen, O-Talla Sapa ‘sandy or rocky area.

Distribution: Throughost drier zones of the peninsula and

stripes on the middie of the back extend
L e orth-est

o both sides - rom head to tail. Nocbar-
nal. Found in sandy and rocky aress. Bites

of this sazke are numarous. Non-venomaus, Length: 118* to 300,

Species: Vipers - 3 Lmnm The largest saaks In the warld. Common myth Is
Distribstion: Throughout india except W 2 ek - it can hypnotize a prey and pull its pray into Its moaith by inhal-
& Nortn-East. : : ' Ing the alr, This Is not true, Nocturnal,
ELLioT SHIELD TAIL poung i jungies

T 5 « BT Disebtion: Throughout Idia
L...m W RUSSELL'S VIPER L ar Nom-vanomoss. Length: around 107
Hooless. Head is flat, angular. Robust H-Gonus, T-Kannadi Vieiyan, Pointed head and bluat tail. It has smoath, glossy scales and Is
Tody. Can be easily ideslified by (hee B-Chandra Borha,  Beown in eodour, Innocent, Found undsr te soil.
raws of circular $pots from head to tal O-Chandramuthia Boda, Distribution: The Western Ghats, mastly sosth of Goa, the Gap

Nocturnal. Foend in small scrub ungles
and termite mownds. Most fatal snakebites.
ara by this snake.

Distribution: Throwghout India.

to Teunehell. Bangalore, Gujrat, Mahasashira, Madhyapradesh.
2 Non-vanomous. Langth: 26 o 5%

Two black stripes on the back right below the head. Light bands
on the underside of the body. Equally active in cay and night.

4~ Venomous: Neuroloin, Found in termise mounds, leaty trees and bushes.
Length: 55 1o 89°. Hoodkss. Body kian- Distribation: Throughout kndia

0437 i cioss-section. Atiernate black and
yellow bands present throughout the body. COMMON TRINRET SNAKE g Noa-venomows. Langth: around 31
Nocturnal. Found in termite mounds and BANDED KRAIT T-Micro Pambu, B-Gharalag Samp Stumpy, body Is very soft. Very similar to Red Sand Boa.
rodent holes that ars close 1o the water. Karnataka, Kerala, & Goa

H-Gaoman, T-Panai Kattu Virlyan,

Though vemomaus, they usually da not B-Shankhini, O-Rana

bite. Species: Kraits - 4
Distribution: WB, MP UP, Bihar, Orissa,

-2 Henvenamous. Length: 30 to 53
JArrow mark over the head. Diurnal. Found in tree holes and

Assam, Arunachl Pradesh & Andhea COMMON KRAIT e
Pradesh B H-Maneer, T-Kattu Viriyan, What | Distridution: Throwghoot India
> B-Kalaj, O-Chitti Medicing J 5 d
Venomous: Newroloxia, - | ——
sz'u'.-:!rlnw. Men Can't do - COMMON KUKEI SNAKE N Non-venomous. Length: T
‘Hoodless. Head comparathvely small, Human lives cannot be \;.‘ H-Kukri Samp, T-Yennai Panion, B-Udaykal - Large oyes, pointed head, black MWMM
shiny blackish or groy, Whit dots balow saved, neither can the snakes 1 fast moving. Easily identified. Diurnal. Found to mave every-

he head. White paired bands all the way
o the: tail, Necturnal. Most venomaous
snake In Asia. Usually present in rat holes,

"I be seduced by chanting Mantras: |

o f «of by herbal treatments. These

\ ang just myths. There are noe"
" :

" where. Expart in killing rats which destroys crops and food

grains,
Distribution; Throughout india.

rick-stacks oic. Most cf the bites " scientific proofs behing
oecured in bed Lzta at night, No pain In the: % ””".'nim Ty Woa-venomous. Length: &rgind 42°,
eary stages. C Y
: 4 Laige eyes, long tail, distinct ridge between top and side of
Distribatian: Theoughout India 1 ~head, Disnal. Found in rocky area. It also climbs tee.
—— CONDARARUS SAND SNAKE le;:;: glil;‘a\\;sé:gam Punjab, Gujarat,
3. les-mp ‘#""" oo, 43 H-Maneer, T-Kattu Viriyan, B-Kaiaj, O-Chitti | et
‘yellowlsh cross-band al over he body. 7 INDIAN RAT SNAKE & - Non-veRomous, Lengih 20710 36%
Largest hooced snake in the world. Foand < KING COBRA v H-Dhaman, T-Sarai Pambu, l]no&mm tall is abrisptly small. Mary persan mistakes i

in deep forests and tea gardens, Bites an

#-Naga Raja, T-Raja Nagam. B-Sankhachoor, O-Ahimja
rare because they do not ve pear human ﬂ g i m i
habiats,

and rocky areas

B-Dhanaras, O-Dhamana ‘f”’m of Russell’s viper . Nocturnal. Found in sandy soits
Distribution: Throughout India except Assam & WB

Distribution: WB, UR Karnataka, Kerala,
Goa, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh, Anda-
mian islands, Bikar & Orissa

s

£l  Won-venoenous. Lengéh: 12 o 32¢
Slender body. Bread bands are presend from e head through-

e /_ Awoid Snakebites. out the body axcept in the tail area. Noctural, Often found to
Lﬁiﬂﬂﬂ? Snakebites happen COMMON SAND BOA 'move within the room or near the veranda. People kil this

Hoodless. Gaeen colaured, Trangular mostly in early mornings H-Mati Ka Samp, T-Mann Pambu, sauis mistakenly thisking it is veromoes commoa kiait, Thess
head. Front of the neck i blunt. Though it and evenings. B-Tutur, O-Boda Samp saksbites are quite irequent.

Is venomous, the smoust of venom is nat. 2

lothal to famars. Bath nocharmal and BAMBOO PIT VIPER Avoid putting your hands or feet 28 fesmesiec [HwSgho vl
Toess. Specie: P Vg 15, H-Hara Gonus, T-Kuzni Viryan. i R e e COMMON WOLF SNAKE = anvanomous. Longh 8+ 30579
Distribution: W8, Gujarat, Tamiinadu & B-Gachho Barha, O-Katakatia NagiusleSuSSigs R H-Sankhra, T-Nai P . ¥iwo series of small black spat along the back. Very innocent.
Maharashira / N B:Gharchitti. O-Jatia - Wiater dwelers.
o "  Distribution: WB, UR, Kevala, Karnataka, Orissa.
Langth: 3% 1o 67", ' = i -
Siender, long il black spot present e Non-venomous. Length: 24 1o 6%
Delow the eyes. Diwmal. Tree dwellers. Easily identified by twa bold black streaks - one below the eye,
Distribation: Throughout ndia : "and ths othar from the sys o the mouth. Water dweller. Equally
: 29 ctive in day and night, Amang the non-venomous srakes,
L T BRONZE BACK TREE SNAKE OLIVE KEEL BACK AR
lﬂwumr?:: m R H-Lal Dhaman, T-Komberi Mukhan, B-Bastachrha H-Hara Panika, T-Pachai Thanni Pambu, B-Mstall = a0 Ditrbution: Throughot Inde
it head, Nochamal. Found in trees. CHECKERED KEEL BACK 3t Man-venomous. Length: 24° ta 50,
Distribution: Throughout India H-Pani Ka Samp, T-Thanni Pamby,  Stempy body, the belly has yellow black bands, face is blunt.
= e 8-Jol Dhonrah, O-Dhanda [Found in rivers and adjacent lands.
12 o N;:'ms- Distribution: Goasts and tidal rvers
Langth: 39° to
Beauty of 50 mary coloars are net prosent ~ COMMON CAT SNAKE
In any other snzke_ Diurnal. Tree dwellers.  T-Poondi Pambu, B-Kaur Samp. ) 2 INon-venomous. Length; up to 387,
Distribution: W8, Bihar, Orissa, Foressed O-Dalua Naga 3 L= - Broad stripes extend 1rom head fo tail. Very isnocent. Found in
hills of the South-West (South of the Goa 1 L H ’ rivers and muddy waters,
gap) Forests of North-East india, OOMMQN VINE SNAKE Q%gpfic’iﬂm b‘:‘s Tfu F;‘ “ff&'gf Distribution: W8, UP Coastal Andbea Pradesh, Eastorn B,
43 Non-vancmous. “"ﬂ‘ 300 B8, " ", M-Hara Samp. T-Pachai Pamb, gt Orissa, Himalayan foothills of Assam
Mast colourtil and beautful snzke. Diurnal. e s Betavdoga, O-Laudanka
Tllu;nhn.'l'lwclnnanmmn:n i ; pyyt 3 Venomous: Nsurctodn, Length: 24° to 43°.
Iree 1o another by fattening their bodes. u Hoodiess. Head is slender, Tail is flat and wids, all flat
Distribstisn: W8, Bihar, Orissa, forested T RS 33 tailed srakes are highly venomous, Found in $ea of rivers.
hills of the South-West (South of the Goa g AL ¢ HOOK NOSED SEA SNAKE Snakebites are rare. Species: Sea snakes - 9.
{gap) Forests of North-East Indla, ORN&TE P!. YING sh‘lﬂ’é 5 COMMON SMOOTH SCALED WATER SNAKE H-Dariya Samp, T-Kadal Pamby, Dlstribstien: Coastal areas.
T-Pararkua me & K;'J'NW s B-Gang Metall B-Jal Keral
From Romulus Whitaker No More Deaths from Snakebites Idemtity Snakebite Marks Snakebites! What to do? About this Publication {_ Acknowledgements
Useful tacts about the common snakes of B e f @ = Make the victim sit quietly, and keep him/ © Amalendu Mendal, JSS, Canning nakes of indla: the field guide —
India clearty show that only a few species * Most of the snakebites in India are reported Bite marks from venomous snakes' her away from the unwanted crowds and February 2012 ! Ramulus Whitaker and Ashak Captain
1 Iwmim. and that | from arcund 33 species of snakes out ef more o Usually two marks, sometimes irrelevant remarks. Pritam Dey We are grateful to Romolus Whitaker, eminent
'mwmue e m 1:|a;|02\?ﬂ species aldsg;hsmr:nm in Imilg'.| r only one mark. Blood oozes from ~—=Take the fear out by encouraging the Dr. Dilip Kumar Som, Bijon Bhattacharya melﬂ of India, for his valuable comments
redeced 10 um.‘:: :"ms - ;ﬂm"sh i: the bite marks. | patient. ﬁﬂw-‘ﬁ Design: Debasres Roy & DEhaS'Sh Roy ‘and giving us permission to use many photos
straight to " T = Associated with swelling and pain, « Gently wash the bitten part with soap and Technologies & Techniques and texts from his baok. We are also indebted to
lands (8), trees (1) and watee( 1), joht, Juktibadi Sanaslaith Scnsmn 2012, f :
"“m * Other 23 are mild or non-venamous; there is which Increase over time. Ww]a:ﬁ‘rl- i . ﬁ?ﬂnm resérved. No part of this publication may :ﬁ":;""‘“'"ﬂ '“ﬂ';“*f! :‘:';l:g-hﬂ;ﬂ"mli
bility of death by these 23 species. - ut allowing the patient to exert him be produced, stored in a retrieval system of graphers: Tusar all,
% mwm%m%m rn:.';mr:,;,:" :,".;:: g Bite marks from non-venomous snakes: sell, move the pguw without delay to the mmilheu] in any form or by any means elemlc. Robi-Bljon-Jahanara
1. Manocled Cobra 2. Spectacled Cobra + Multiple scraich marks. nearest hospital, where the life-saving " e ;":‘:2,,;"{;, iy g ot e Snake Coflectors: Niranan Sarder, Joydeb Mandal
 disappear. 3. Common Krait 4. Russell's Viper * Fresh blood flows from the AVS (Anti- Venin Serum) is available. capyrigt ow Experts/Advisors: Dr. Chandranath Dasqupta,
I beliewe this map would be very usefulto 5. Saw-Scaled viper marks. Starts with a little pain Time is extremaly vital, Out Qut praviows puhllulluns include Snake Map of O, Nirmialandu Nath,Dr. Rathindranath Halder,
comman snakes and * Most people die from the bites of these five and then it decreases over time. = If AVS is given in time, it may save a life South 24 Parganas, Snake Map of Bengal and Dv. Tapas Bhattacharyya, Pijus Dasgupta,

m < — = - from even the most venomous snakebite, ﬂ“&fg?kﬁyﬂ“ﬂm‘%mm Lol \ Tapas Chatiapadhyay "
“Juktibadi Sanaskritik Sanstha Cor 241, S S
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